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„ . . weed. Dr. Herxheimer iidiiiits* capable of dilating the tiny pass- % 

.. . , . . per cent of the patients But atropine isn't as toxic as'jim*'***;- «f, iha it.mrc ia' narmif w 

tsai always bad for who tried the cigarettes, the in -sod weed can be, and he feets 1 *** Jf ^!'> 

'Mi&SOU, despite the charges that it crease was er»*t*r than in nor ►h^ breathing can be administer- *■* 



Dr. Herxheimer in the British 5 

:!*•;••<Medical Journal. fy ^> • ^ v complete!y dissipated in all pU 

* - - * •' ^ ^-tienls at the end of three hour 

' f , 4 : ATROPINE ACTS to increase Dr. Herxheimer’s approach 
the vital capacity Uhe amount tile asthma relief through smoking 
..ylungs can breathe) and gives a isn’t new. Common jimson weed 
feeling of relief in mild to moder- produces both narcotic and rr- 
cases of chronic asthma, ae- laxing effects when the Icavr* 
cording to the doctor. are smoked, and can be a pn 

notes that astropiuc isn’t tent poison in large doses. 

- ^c-^mueh good: if given by injection The smoke of burning jinuon 
t Vor by mouth, but his experiments weed leaves was prescribed f o r 
inhaling it through cigar- asthmatics in the United State* 
-r^ettes cause the doctor to say quite a few years ago, and iim 
'low esteem in which current son weed cigarettes still are pro- 
( V^ v textbooks hold atropine in t h e duced. commcrically as “asthma 
treatment of asthma is not justj- cigarettes.’* 

^ Tied.* 9 . v; V .. *. r *' "• . ’ ’ 

The extent to which breathing RESULTS with the special ar.ro- 
^ ability increased after smoking pine-and-tobacco cigarettes srp 
14^/the drug-ueaten cigarettes varied, about the same as with juris on 
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Boston, Massachusetts . .. 

- . December 30, I959 • : 

v^f-Lung Cancer Cause 

A MAN who has devoted his scientific career tb 
study of the causes of cancer warns that air 
■ pollution is a more important factor than cigaret ' 

- smoking in the increase of lung cancer. ' 

, S- He is Dr. Wilhelm C. Hueper, chief of the environ- %*§i 
iV, mental section of the National Cancer Institute at v i 
Bethesda, Md., and he makes the significant observa- 
tion that the upsurge in lung cancer first was noted 
between 1900 and 1920, several years before the prac- 
... fee of cigaret smoking became widespread; ■---•■ 

: v. Boston, having one of the most serious air pollu-^sffiffl: 
tion problems in the entire United States, cannot fail to r " w 
be impressed—and disturbed—by Dr. Hueper’s 
' findings. . ...■ •/ 

: ' We have always suspected that there was a con-, 
nection between our contaminated air and the fact 
that tuberculosis is more prevalent in Boston than in 
any comparable city, and the Bethesda studies support 
that suspicion. . . ■ . 

The next session of the Legislature would do well 
to pass laws against the needless poisoning of the at¬ 
mosphere by industrial smoke stacks. , ..... 

Other places, notably Pittsburgh, have proved the 
wisdom of screening out the fumes and ashes which 
currently rain down upon Boston and other cities;, 
damaging human respiratory systems and undoubt- r 
edly shortening thousands of lives. 

Enlightened Massachusetts, ought to be able to 
accomplish .at least as much in the ’pubiib'lnteresL ; V 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/fpcmOOOO 




